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IN THE UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE 



Applicants: 



Teruo OUCHI 



Group Art Unit: unknown 



Appln. No.: 



10/681,155 



Examiner: unknown 



Filed: 



October 9, 2003 



For: 



OUTER SHEATHED ENDOSCOPE 



INFORMATION DISCLOSURE STATEMENT 



Commissioner for Patents 
PO Box 1450 

Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 
Sir: 

In accordance with the duty of disclosure under 37 C.F.R. §1.56, §§1.97-1.98, Applicant 
hereby calls the following documents to the Examiner's attention: 

Japanese Patent Publication No. JP 03-193023, which published on August 22, 1991, 
together U.S. Patent family member U.S. 5,257,617 to TAKAHASHI, which issued on 
November 2, 1993; 

Japanese Utility Model Publication No. U 07-33301, which published on June 20, 1995, 
together with an english language translation. 

U.S. Patent No. 5,868,663 to KATSURADA et al., which issued on February 9, 1999; 
U.S. Patent No. 5,865,726 to KATSURADA et al., which issued on February 2, 1999; 
U.S. Patent No. 5,788,628 to MATSUNO et al., which issued on August 4, 1998; 
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U.S. Patent No. 5,782,751 to MATS UNO, which issued on July 21, 1998; 

U.S. Patent No. 5,746,695 to YASUI et al., which issued on May 5, 1998; 

U.S. Patent No. 5,733,244 to YASUI et al., which issued on March 3 1 , 1998; 

U.S. Patent No. 5,725,477 to YASUI et al., which issued on March 10, 1998; 

U.S. Patent No. 5,685,823 to ITO et al., which issued on November 1 1, 1997; 

U.S. Patent No. 5,359,991 to TAKAHASHI et al., which issued on November 1, 1994; 

U.S. Patent No. 5,329,935 to TAKAHASHI, which issued on July 19, 1994; 

U.S. Patent No. 5,193,263 to TAKAHASHI, which issued on March 16, 1993; 

U.S. Patent No. 5,125,143 to TAKAHASHI, which issued on June 30, 1992; and 

U.S. Patent No. 5,050,585 to TAKAHASHI, which issued on September 24, 1991. 

Applicant respectfully requests that the Examiner consider and cite the above documents. 
Copies of the above-noted documents have been listed on a PTO-1449 Form which is also 
attached. Accordingly, the Examiner is requested to initial the appropriate spaces on the attached 
PTO-1449 Form and to return a copy of the Form to Applicant with the next official 
communication in the present application to confirm consideration of these documents. 

Further to the U.S. Patent and Trademark Office's decision to waive the requirement 
under 37 C.F.R. 1.98(a)(2)(I), copies of the U.S. patents are not enclosed herewith, except for 
U.S. 5,257,617 to TAKAHASHI, which is a patent family member of a Japanese patent 
publication that has been cited herein. However, if any copies are needed, the Examiner is 
respectfully requested to contact the undersigned. 
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Should the Examiner have any questions, the Examiner is invited to contact the 
undersigned at the below-listed telephone number. 



Respectfully submitted, 
Teruo OUCHI 

Bruce H. Bernstein tf ( y SC & 

Reg. No. 29,027 

January 9, 2004 

GREENBLUM & BERNSTEIN, P.L.C. 
1950 Roland Clarke Place 
Reston, VA 20191 
(703) 716-1191 
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and not considered. Include copy of this form with next communication to applicant. 



